>

Generating the Renewable En
- The Earth Charter Guide
Climate Change

VERSION 1.0
11 November 2008
Produced by

Earth Charter International
Earth Charter Programme on Religion and Sustainability

Michael C. Slaby

MSlaby@EarthCharter.org


mailto:MSlaby@EarthCharter.org

Table of Contents:

Setting the Context

Why do we need this guide?

Who should read this guide?

Ban Ki-Moon s call to people of faith to support the struggle ag

The Facts about Climate Change

The Basics 3
Environmental Challenges

Social Challenges

Economic and Political Challenges

Ethical Challenges

The Transformative Power of Faith and Hope: Religic

Change

Ecumenical Christianity

Church-based projects

The Chatholic Church

Patriarch Bartholomew | and Orthodox Chrisitianity
The Evangelical Community

The Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life
Muslim Responses

Buddhism 13
Interfaith projects and organizations
Assessment 14

The Earth Charter s Integrated Ethical Approach to Cli
The Background of the Charter

A methodology for assessing the ethical challenges of climate c
Understanding the holistic, layered structure of the Charter
Step 1: Reflecting on our planetary situation

Step 2: Assessing the root causes of climate change

Step 3: Framing inclusive responses

Next Steps for Religious Action on Climate Change

Practical guidelines on how to use the three-step methodology
Suggestions for Action

Appendix

An Earth Charter A Spiritual Perspective, Preamble

The Earth Charter Full text

The Earth Charter Action Guidelines, adapted to religious conte
Notes 35
List of Resources and Websites



Setting the context:

Climate change is one of the most urgéead¢nglalyal Adhda Ee siges tha
causes of the problem will require an unparalleled level of int
governments, businesses, civil society and religions have cont
Ki-moon points out, we cannot succeed in the struggle agains
support and the guidance of our religious and spiritual traditic
have guided human conduct for thousands of years, and they c
hearts of people required in the transition to a sustainable pa
also bring something into the discussion that is desperately
renewable energy of hope, of joy and celebration that helps
situations of darkness and despair.

Why do we need this guide?

The social and environmental impacts of climate change are
interrelated. Bearing this interrelatedness in mind, this guide
Earth Charter and the Earth Charter related materials, tools ar
on the role of religious leaders and their congregations towa
require nothing less than a deep transformation of how we live,

The Earth Charter Guide to Religion and Climate Change honou
that religious and spiritual organizations, congregations and in
to halt and reverse global warming. The task of the day is to n
and put them on a broader base and platform.

In order to support the process of mainstreaming religious ac!
seeks

To summarize the most up-to-date scientific knowledge abo

To give an overview of available resources, materials, ini

religious communities, leaders and laypeople

0- To present a three-step-methodology for integrated ethic
Charter aimed at gaining a macro-perspective on our clima
of climate change and framing inclusive responses

0- To provide a short, concise and practical guide for relig

communities on how to take action on climate change

o
o-

The thesis of this guide is that the Earth Charter document,
resources and materials that are based on the Charter s intec
institutions, communities and individuals better understand ar
change.

More specifically it claims that understanding the integrated, ¢
and utilizing Earth Charter based resources will provide inspit
and institutions. Core themes include the ethical challenge of «
ground in the midst of religious diversity.

This guide is meant as a contribution to the challenge of conne
activities regarding climate change and building an Earth c
sustainable future.



Who should read this guide?

The guide is specifically meant for religious leaders, laypeoyg
guidance on the key findings on climate change, the main org
practical suggestions of how to get started. AIll spiritual and
organizations are encouraged to use this guide as a tool-box
workshops, courses and action projects on climate change and
based on the inclusive ethical vision of the Earth Charter that
non-religious institutions and individuals alike this guide re
dimension of life and is mindful that the global challenges of «
on the deep wisdom preserved by humanity s major religious a
this guide is therefore inclusive and non-sectarian and gives hi
inspiration on how to incorporate the materials presented here
belief systems.

At the same time, this guide can also be instructive for instit
issue of climate change from a secular perspective providin:
neglected stakeholder to involve in the global movement agains

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon s call to people of faith t
global warming, New York City, 13 November, 2007

| send sincere greeting to this annual prayer

—— i Nations.

\ This evening finds me far from New York in tt
'

R

v rainforest. | have travelled to Latin America tc
V toll environmental degradation and climate chan
the planet and its people.

-

I am heartened that all of you have gathered to
to the theme of climate change. By now, the ba:
are incontestable. But, up close, its effects a
week, | visited Punta Arenas, the southernmost
near the centre of the famous o0zone hole in
This time of year, children have to wear pro;
ultraviolet radiation at all times. There are days when parents
school.

Antarctica was another stop on my fact-finding tour. The mes
expanse was chillingly simple: the continent is melting. The i
George Island -- have started to break up. For now, no one ex
ice were to melt, sea levels could rise by catastrophic amounts

Slowing, indeed reversing, these trends have emerged as the d
both your prayers and your participation. Indeed, success in th
contemplate without the input and energy of men and women of

All of you can help inspire millions of people around the world
You can guide them towards healthier, more sustainable life
conserve more, and to want less. And you can reinforce the be
have a sacred obligation to leave the world a better place for tl

So, dear friends, let us pray for our world and for its well-being

NA



The facts about climate change

Before any ethical assessment and consideration of possible &
gain a clear picture of the magnitude and complexity of the c
section provides a quick summary of some of the key scientif
economic and political dimensions of climate change. The gist
its deepest sense needs to be understood as an ethical issue |
we define our role and responsibilities towards one another, f
workshops, study groups and action planning sessions, these f
discussion.

The Basics: Climate change is real, fhassive and human-inducec

0- Climate change is alréadm tlakObgtpla@ees, global average te
increased by 0.74 °C (23 F). The rate of global warming
1970s to th%e present

0- This has |ledetmfathe global sea levels and a highly incre
weather swemtas heat waves, droughis, floods and hurrican

0- Elevemthe warmest years on record have océuwmnmddralmwenig t
findings indicate that the year 2007 was fhe second warme:

0- Global warming is causedlbyshmnonmanurreqwimMgcally accepted
scientific community that human activities intensify the n:
heat-trapping gases such 2s mathasedb@HderdGO% xide (N

0- Between 1970 and 2004, global draeemhocseagad bwmise e nd
human activity

0- Atmospheric concendnauii’ 0®6cC0ded by far the natural ra
last 650,000 years

0- BY210@lobal temperature could incrdaperding l1o0ACthe htderné
community s ability and willingness to effectif%.elys maitigate
comparison, the last ice age was about 3%°Newveaolde ftdireen ia
human history have we experienced a climactic temperature

N



Environmental CWeallanggesliging towards tipping points

0- Scientists warn that destabilized neoco py etk mtsa lrley | @ brreugpatt an
linear ewanltscatastrophic consequences for humans and tr
linear changes are fuelled by self-enforcing positive fe
destabilization process.

0- One famous cadéeidotheddbbakffects the decline of snow-co
caps as well as on land: More sunlight is reflected by the
than by the dark surface of open water or the mountain co\
water and the mountain surface heat up, which accelerates

0- Another exanmmpéétisgtioé perma fwdhsthinh&sbstroaed estimated
tons of carbon that could be released into earth s atmosp
emittiemrg times the amount of annual emissions from human-

0- Research suggests that these feedbadkurcimglass maee 2 0rEaA,
withdrawal ofsAatcteceideall previous records, reaching an al
km and falling below the previous recohhd sfz2006 Toeyx an ar
California combined, JdB meweelyofithees@Kéeedback processe
drastically reconsidered theirigadverupnraEEcieat o rofthanlate
of thet 2elntury and are now forecasting a totadtdasmppgéaran
earlier poibhdt Ansttimdey on thesmbulhdhiergd GHom Siberian thaw
shown that methane emissions in the study region have inc
2000, emitting a greenhouse gas 20 timés more potent than

0- Climate changemdsadsetmaltdown of glacAec® radndginbanhldeidan
Nations Environment Programme, Himalayan glaciers th
outside the polar caps serving as freshwater reserve for a
are retreating at rates between!3l A stogl@al imresterrestrgartt, yleaskre
which accumulate increasing amounts of water, putting the
glacial lake outburst floods. If the trends continue, million
by dire water shortages once the snow and ice has melted.

0- Global warmengshasing impacts on the world s Acosgdtems
one-half of the world s coral reefs have sufferéd Fbreachin
many species, climate systems are changing more rapidly
the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, the current rate of
times higher than the fodsHBcem@oidsimpdieckicdasthat this rate
increase 10 times in the coming decades. Climate change
problem.



Social ChalTkegwserld s poor are bearing the brunt of global war

The

Climate chaligprbpertionate effects dmeirevwiorédadipiadprto
change is higher and their capacity for adaptation is lowe
protecting themselves from the harm caused by rising see
changes in rainfall patterns.

Thdnverse reldteowskip responsibility for the causes of
vulnerability toist®nienmdcthe most urgent ethical challencg
warnting

If every person in developing countries would adopt the sa
people in Westewra wouailatirrssed nine planets tol%absorb the el

adverse effects of global warming on the world s poor are 1

Agricultural production @hanfoesd ieetcaunipggrature, rainfall pe
availability have long-term impacts on the viability and pr«
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations es
average world temperatures of 1 to 3°C would lead to a dr
65 countries now accounting foilhalf the world's population

During the past few years, the world s hunger forttedternati
booming market, ofhb¢b fwade the prices for corn, soybean
grains almost ddubleisintr2®@6is aggravating the adverse eff
on agricultural outputs aondpestiteardibgtweean the world s fo
marketa competition in which the world s poor are on the w

Water stress and waMereinhacnuoing-sixth of the world s poyg
billion people) live in glacier- or snowmelt-fed river basins
in stream flow, increased short-term risks o%2flooding and |

Rising sea levels and exposurkctordimgate diNBftersome 2|
people were affected by climate disasters from 2000 to 20
developir§d Wbeldisk of being affected by a natural disaste
almost 80 times higher thad4in the developed world

Human he@lobal warming is expanding the reach of mosqtl
vector-borne diseases such as Malaria and Dengue Fever.
most severely felt in ®#eveloping countries

rm™



Economic and PoliticaAdG@hessemgeglobal warming will require
international cooperation based on common goals and a shared

0- Global warming is already taking pTéee bign d ucssrthon bse atv
level it can beWhalleilpzedindustrial greenhouse gas concent
were 280 parts per mdagwivalgmm) weeOcurrently are at a le:

pp#

0- The largest conservation organizations such as the World ¢
Resources Institute and the World WidegFaerdhdaoseNgaisre
emissions need to be stabilized somewhexes b ettwage gl allbdl &
warming can be kept in the threshold o#72 AMC iaboe/aes ipre -
number of scientists warn, however, that we will need to
CO2 content in the atmosphere to 350 ppm to #void disastr

0- For avoiding dangerousicdlimatie ncsh awregeal, to cut emissions |
with cuts of 38% Hlyw&w&rQ even far reaching cuts in emis:
countries will be of no avail if developing and emerging c
reducing emissions.

0- We are lacking far behind of reaching this goal: Betweel
emissions increased by 22 %. Since 2000, the annual grow
for 1990 1999. Since 2000, annual emissions frrdm fossil
The International Energy Agency projects that if societies
between 2004 and 2030, global carbon odvtput will again ris

0- Massive investments in low-carbon research, deiweltdgment
next ten to twenty years, because every minute we do not
that we leave to our children, and could create costs and
associated with the great wars and the economi¢d depres
centdry

0- It is imperative that the internatiwnlalgatimnmumdiphasagpeeae
on per caplidaation of emisgion entitlements

0- However, even with drastic ghoibiglatieoompereadsueess still go
because of the time-lags withifA4thre tdle fards t | hfachi et is iys.¢ e Ml
we will have to live with the climate change that we have a

0- Rich nationsupeedttithe developing countries twithrdieahce
themselhoas the risks and vulnerabilities that #ill come alon



Ethical Challenges

o-

Key

Given the seriousness of the challenge ahead of us, we ne
not only scientific, economic and political aspedits ias the r
core, climate change needs to be understood as an ethical
will determine the fate of future generations and the mos
protect themselves against rising sea levels and increased

As UNDP argues, global warming is thet&enittdlylewiagastro
that tragedy to happen would be the major mbDhal vamrddpoli
community lacks neither the financial resources nor the te
we say we did not know.

While technological innovation and voluntary reductions of
necessary to curb carbon emissions, they will not be suffic
is commensurate with the problem requlnessodéeidensamae emdic
be wholesale and systemic rather than incremental. What i
hearts, or what James Gustave Speth calls?? tWe maetof a
guestion the way we eat and work, how we travel and do bu
grow our food.

In its deepest sense, the chalhasgeo odociimhteshocchawvegeare a
beingbow we relate to nature and how we define our resy
human beings, future generations and the greater communii

As arbiters of life s deegpetigtiomerabmaluridjes, leaders and
ideally positioned to speak out forcefully for the voicel
generations. They should be at the forefront of reminding i
and governments of what is at stake if we fail to act on glo

guestions to consider

In times to come, how will our time be remembered? What |
our children and grandchildren, and how will we answer if
the risk of global ecological and humanitarian disaster?

Will we be able to foster the political will to take decisive

Will we be able to reach a fair and equal distribution of
nations?

Bearing in mind the instrumental role that the Universal C
and still plays in catalysing the aspirations of millions «
standard of achievement for all peoples and nations, whic
transition which is needed to move the world towards st
development?

- Albert Einstein issued the famous notion that the problems

be solved by the level of thinking that created them. As Th
currently reacting to macro-scale problems with micro-scal
our circles of identity and concern and develop an ethic of
community of life on this planet?



The Transformative Power of Faith and Hope: R
Responses to Climate Change

The purpose of this section is to provide a brief overview of
addressing climate change. The aim is not to give an exhaustiv
answers to global warming, to present some good practices for
and assess the level of religious activism on this crucial issue.
iIs Elizabeth Allison s paper Religious Organizations Taking A
33 mostly US-based organizations that address climate change
perspetdives

Fortunately, an increasing number of
institutions of every religious faith ar
challenge of climate change and affil
conserve energy resources and protect
Many congregations participate in cons
ecological restoration projects, comj
agriculture, and practices of sustainat
energy efficiency. As Dieter T. Hessel
point of environmental awareness and
religions has been crossed, so now th
whethetigions should dgedtviimey |sviedyldut
get involvadowarskerivhisyy are taking the
(environmental) mission. The following overview gives a few ex

Ecumenical Christianity

Ecumenical Christianity has played a pioneering role in fosteri
Sustainable Society . As early as 1975, theologians and ethic
discerned that ecology and justice are non-sequential, simul
express their deep interrelation égo fyasiimagt tdhrepb@asceps d6dur |
interrelated norms

0- Solidawith other people and creatures,
0- Sustainabiltdtgvelopment, technology and production,
0- Sufficiascyg standard of equitable consumption and organize

0- Sociallypgutdtipainodecisions about how to obtain sustena
community for the good of all.

Over the next three decades, ecumenical thought and action h
core values and have applied them as corrective criteria to g
economic life and public policy.

Most recently, the National Council of Churches of Christ of
institutions in the US have developed a statement of faith pri
change legislation. The statement calls on the US government



0- To enaxtfair and equitable distribution of total benefits
communities, and nations, and in particular rectify the dis
communities have and will experience asluBgjocdimate contin

0- To adopt legislation focussed amrdtlheinghdriStecmrlgoralearfis:
reach a 15-20 percent reduction in carbon by 2020 with a
emissions that are 80 percent of 2Ptk degehipby the year 2(

0- Tosupport energy sources that are renewable, clean, and a
(Sustaingbility

0- Toencourage energy conservation in our homes, our commu
SufficiBhcy

Church-based Projects

In many parts of the world, churches are reducing their carbon
programs and purchasing renewabpaesenenadycdiwnediheh & Syayhaith
award-wimismagppal Power and Ligat @asmmgxiganded into an inter
Interfaith Powerraaadhésghtross 28 US states and unites more tf
reducing the devastating effects of global warming by conducti
power.

In Germany, the ecological ma3amag&meart PRoegs tEmene
developed to appEwrtdhee @amfiEcaollogical Management and .
(EMAS)sued by the European Commission to the contex
200 Protestant and Catholic churches and church-ba:
sophisticated certification process which culminated
expert and gGamged Roessteificate.

To facilitate this process, the dioceses and regional
established environmental directorates that train volu
auditors who help the individual congregations to go thr«

Based on the positive experiences gained with EMAS, 15 pilot
and France have bee&uatadntzhl e nCthietcahseesdEpd @'Blcat contains an
improvement cycle involving action not only on environmental b

Apart from the commitments made under the ecological manage
of energy use, water consumption, and waste uothliotilidityin:
managemensety tetnt o

Procure their goods in a environmentally and socially respc

Protect the interests of their staff (security of employment

training, system for staff suggestions, family-friendly polic

0- Fulfil their social responsibility through diverse measure
support for civic activities

0- Gain economic success through strategic long-term optimis

ol
o

For the introductiohsobteheabMA$ management system, detaile
developed and tested, including checklists, questionnaires, me

¢



handbook and an open source software that enables the co
guantitative and qualitative sustainability indicators.

The Chatholic Church

Undé®rope Bendtiocughtful lehbekasthapic Charch
increasingly becoming green . On numerous oOC:
the responsibility of Christians to be stewards o

In his message for the World Day iePanc® 20(
where there is a particular need to intensify dial
of the stewardship of the earth's energy resou
advanced countries are facing two pressing need
hand, to reassess the high levels of consumptiol
of development, and on the other hand to invest
search for alternative sources of energy®and for

In questioning the unsustainable consumption pa
societies, Benedict can draw on the teachings of John Paul Il w
criticisesdyle of life which is presumed to be better when it is di
"beingand urged qreapeéelifee-styles in which the quest for truth, b
communion with others for the sake of common growth are the f
choices, savings afld investments.

Pope Benedict has moved one step further by installing 2.000 s
main auditorium building, and committing to restore 37 acres of
carbon emissions. The Pope is therefore hailed as the first hea
carbon-neutrdfk economy.

Orthodox Christianity

The Green Padraaticdhe of hdlneuAlgiWelnntes s,

Bartholomew I, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and
Ecumenical Pearsaiciipyal lead@Orofod@& million

Christilbmman articlé@hentRbepe @fubloplkeed on

June 18, 2008, the British newspaper The Guardian called Bartt
one of the most influential figures in the fight against climate
and world ¥overty

Since 1995, Bartholomew ReobiggamnizStg emiea raimd

the EnvironmentSWaowveaseatthat are being held on cruise

ships that bring religious leader, scientists, environmental exp¢
politicians to the front-lines of environmental degradation such
Black Sea, the Amazon and the Arctic. In his opening remarks t
Symposium of 2002 in the Adrian, Bartholomew addressed the d
and inner causes of our environmental crisis:

We often refer to an environmental crisis; but the real crisis |i
heart. The fundamental problem is to be found not outside but i
but in the way we think.



The root cause of all our difficulties consists in human selfishn
Is not greater technological skill but deeper repentance, metan
which signifies change of mind. The root cause of our environ
and in the mistaken order of values, which we inherit and accefy

We need a new way of thinking about our own selves, about our
God. Without this revolutionary change of mind, all our consejl
will remain ultimately ineffective. For, we shall be dealing only
Lectures and international conferences may help to awaken our
a baptism.©of tears

The symposia played a crucial role in lobbying the Albanian go\
was poisoning the Adriatic Sea in Porto Romano and pressuring
a two-year moratorium on crops*irom newly deforested land

Evangelical Responses

While some scepticism about the reality of human-induced clil
leaders Bvatmgelical coarmuricggnizing the dangers of climate ¢
their adherents to be good stewards of the Earth.

In November 2002, the Evangelical EnvironmentWhattwWd/r&ku (€& EN
Jesus Drive (Wdit@tivepl campaign to help Christians and
relationship between transportation choices and the three majo
threat of global warming, and the increasing American oil ¢
automobile executives were urged to improve the fuel econon
Christian leaderwW V8 idredetiCal;l doadAtacdansheets and resources f
teaching, hosting community discussions and establishing a sy
core element of the campaign was a tour through the Bible belt
that Rev. Jim Ball, executive director of the EEN and his wife d
churches and elected officials to help reframe the national de
choice.

In January E0oaegthlecal Climmas fortmatdvehat published a statemd
prominent Evangelical leaders. Reacting to the scepticism re
climate change, the statement cites the Busthadmcmi otfrahie nb aen
and depth of this scientific and governmental concern, we are
this issue without any further lingering over the basic reality c
to addrébss it.

In spring 2007, students of 60 evangelical coH8eegedtpipbssemin
roots campaign EmidiaaedNdstyuteor McKibben. The campaign cull
demonstrations in more than 1.400 places throughout the US
cutting carbon emissions by 80 % by 2050, and to creating
evangelical participation was supported by Calvin DeWitt, Pre
Scientists and Ethicists who issued and circulated a statement



Jewish Responses

Within JudaComlittioen on the Environment ands Jewveishubider (€rCel
address to turn to find Jewish4dnBwtarnslishedimmte98Bamgahe Je:
for Public Affairs, the Religious Action Center of Reform Judai:
of America, COEJL partners with the full spectrum of nationa
Jewish community s commitment to stewardship of creation ar
inhabitants.

In 2006, COEJL launched a Four-Part Climate Change Camp
programs

0- To encourage Jewish institutions to use CFL light bulbs,

0- To encourage synagogues to go green by conducting energ
Judaism and the environment and providing Jewish enviro
youth

0- To encourage the Jewish community to take your senator
political leaders on the issues of energy efficiency and clir

0- To encourage Hebrew schools, youth groups, congregations
to become part of the Climate Challenge, a worldwide yo
carbon neutral

Muslim Responses

The UK is the Mossipptehqgragement on alithabe cmamgenment: In |
1980 slstlmanic Foundation for Ecology and Emaigosmsiablisslh8dietrsc
as perhaps the only internationally recognized body articulati
mattédrs

IFEES is doing research and disseminating information on env
materials, books and journals; campaigning with mainstream e
change, fair trade, sustainable development and GM foods;
autonomous environmental groups to engage in educational,

activities.,

IFEES has been instrumedrotrad oim Isri@atiogNetr@aork for ttheatEnviro
hosts monthly forums, supports and organizes climate chang
implementation of a strofigloliadat¢eichahdMEBboiHhs prepared a phc
onClimate Change & Islam; AaNiswgabhwaueneygs about climate cF
parts of the world, including a number of predominantly Muslim



Buddhist Responses

WithBmddhjste give an example o
Eastern reliDeoar, Rhek Monastery
Califoroi®A, éikthamese Zen Mast
Thich Nhat ptasénts us with a sh
example of a carbon-neutral mon;
spring 2008, the monastery has b¢
all its electricity with TcHean sola
68-kilowatt photovoltaic system p|
electricity needed by the monast
and practitioners attending retrea
solar energy is made availabl
surrounding communities without charge.

Apart from a strong focus on simple monastic living and eating
is supporting car-free days held once a week, has purchased t
and visitors through the 400-acre sanctuary, and even recycl
automobiles. Part of the cooking and hot water boiling is done

The solar panels were inaugurated with a festive ceremony. A
Heart Sutra, the Abbot of Solidity Hamlet @Qff®reeg PartheV dmaa
Ancestors for the DedicaitnowmhaoéhSheastBhedgy

As practitioners we see we are part of and not separate from tt
beings we see that we are children of the Earth and not separ
sky. We share the same destiny. We are aware that much hari
ignorance, craving and arrogance. As children of this land we .
us for these shortcomings. Today we are determined to begin
small, to collectively effect real chang® in our global ecologica

Interfaith Projects and Organizations

Apart from the mentioned denominational and ecumenical insti
interreligious orgthreizaairenshelping the religions to recognize
responsibility and provide platforms for sharing experiences a
Faith in Place (a Chicago cluster), Earth Ministry (a Seattle ba
in New Jersey), Religious Witness for the Earth (active on tft
Religious Partnership for the Environment (working with the Na
US Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Evangelical Environme
Environment and Jewish Life). Important scientific backgroun
environment is provided by the Forum on Religion and Ecology
Change: Religion and Ethics.

While these organizations mostly have a strong focus on the |
interfaith organization with Allghok&| ofuReldghb as atteRnIC Bath, UK
ARC s beginnings can be traced to the historic meeting of envi
in 1986, where the World Wide Fund forthNatuverc\WFbhycbdlrebg
together, for the first time in history, five major world religiol
teaches them about care for nature. What resulted were the
Christian, Hindu, Islamic, and Jewish leaders to their own faith



ARC has been working on climate change-related issues since
Climate Change Partnership Initiative with WWF. In this conte
Partnership Handbook, which was one of the first books givin
energy reduction programmes in the faith s own houses of wo
measure it, you can t manage it the handbook suggests a four
consumptiorr eamds€ions in the key domains of temperature con
cooling), electrical appliances, lightning and transport.

In December 2007, UNDP pledged to join ¢/
major international programme on the relic
and the natural environment. The natura
included because both groups noticed that
being forgotten. In the course of the proje
ARC member faiths (Baha ism, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Shint
Zoroastrianism) as well as some of the
women s organizations that are working wit
invited to adopt their own Seven Year Plan
commit their leaders and followers to proj
addressing climate change and the protec
environment in practical ways: from forec
organic farming, to introducing and financ
sources, to rewriting liturgies to celebrate
Plans are being launched in 2009 and will Pbn from 2010 throug

Assessment

While the good news is that a growing number of religious com
global South affirm their ecological responsibility, the bad nev
public attention, and have not yet been able t® fully reach into

Michael S. Hogue identifies two reasons that so far have imped
to global warming and also explain why the ethical and religiol
get much public attention: Partly, the problem lies in the way
societies confines religion to a private domain and mainly foct
intrareligious rivalries on sociaf3morality or political concerns

Apart of this narrow perception of religion in the public culture
the religious traditions are lived andVerawditoc ade biye tilga oru ® wan df &
the constriction of our public culture s soul, we corroborate i
concern. Our ways of being religious are infected with the sam
that sources global warming and that militates against the radi
time of life s vulnerabidity calls us toward

Hessel s critigue of the religious community response to globz:
stating that most religious responses have stayed in the real
through recycling, purchasing fair traded goods, eating locall
household energy use, and driving car¥Vhhlat woeu mtigrye r eglais ti
energy consumption is a prominent aspect of what needs to b
becoming catastrophic, a response that is commensurate with |



changes. If the response is not systemic, we are likely to see
consumers that actually do Liegheigs®twaduce overall CO

This is wieeaeth Clcamhers into play: It provides an integrated eth
in the largest and most open and participatory consultation pro
when major changes in how we think and live are urently neces
examine our values and choose a better way.

It encourages us to search for common ground in the midst o
global ethic that is shared by an ever growing number of pec
Charter recognizes that the goals of ecological protection, t
economic development, respect for human rights, democracy,
indivisible.

The Earth Charter provides, therefore, a new, integrated ethics
a call to urgent action that may help religious institutions ¢
interrelatedness of our environmental, economic, political, at
address these challenges in a systemic and holistical manner.

The Earth Charter s integrated ethical approact

The battle against dangerous climate change is part of the fig
require far reaching changes at many levels in consumption,
and in internationAbawe mdratioough, it will require far-reaching
about our ecological interdependence, about social justice for
rights and entitlements .of future generations

(Human Development Report 2007/2008, p. 13-14)

The Background of the Charter
In this statement, the Human Development Repo
message that the struggle against global warmi
changes in our values, institutions and ways of Ii
mind and heart. It requires a new sense of glo
universal responsibility for the wellbeing of the |
living world. To inspire these changes is the cent
and the global network of people, organizations and instituti
principles into practice.

The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental principles fo
global society! ¢centthuey21t is an expression of hope and a cal
partnership at a critical juncture in history. It was drafted in a
interreligious dialogue on the above mentioned questions and
aspirations of thousands of people and hundreds of organizatio
ethics, religion, and international law, the Earth Charter artic
ethical foundations of creating sustainable communities globa
framework for thinking about, talking about, and taking actiol
climate crisis and the other global challenges that are related t



As early aintke9Béligious cweseltaticated to create Earth Charter
perspective that would be infused into the preparation proce
organizations in New York working with UNEP s Environmen
International Coordinating Committee on Religion and Earth
Communities for the Renewal of Earth, ICRE). A series of cor
continent, involving organizations such as Religions for Peace,
Council of Churches, the Green Belt Movement of Kenya, the
Central Conference of American Rabbis and the Global Forum
for Human Survival.

The final draft An Earth Charter A Spiritual Perspective ider
interdependence, sacredness and beauty of all life and sugge:
living such as sufficiency, simplicity and solidarity with the p
process of the Earth Summit, where the Earth Charter negotiat
halt due to a seemingly irreconcilable divergence of views and

In 1994, the efforts of drafting an Earth Charter were taken uj
worldwide consultations led by Steven C. Rockefeller, Profess
Vermont, several hundred religious leaders, theologians, exp
Bahéd i, Buddhist, Christian, Confucian, Hindu, Indigenous, Isle
shared their visions for a just, sustainable and peaceful world.
religious and interreligious texts, statements and declarations
the Earth Charter s inclusive global vision for sustainable livin

Important input also came from a series of ten major conferenc
that were held at the Harvard Divinity School Center for the Sti
1996 to July 1998. In these conferences, some 800 scholars
explored the potential of the world s religions to contribute to
Earth relations. Earth Charter Benchmark Drafts were discus
conferences, which played an essential role in distilling a glob
on a new planetary ethics on environmental sustainability.

The global dialogue on shared values a
which the Charter was created was an
inspiring example of exchange and col
social, cultural, linguistic and religiou:
contribution to advancing understanding
and solidarity among the world s religi
nations.

Since its launch in the year 2000, hun
organizations use the Earth Charter in their efforts of conducti
the vision and values of eco-justice ethics; raising awareness
environment, justice and faith; enacting environmentally insp
alliances to safeguard our planet. In these activities, they follc
of the global dialogue process in which the Earth Charter was
the global dialogue that generated the Earth Charter for we |
collaborative search for truth and wisdom.

To capture the growing interest among the religions to use the
environmental &carvhs@hamhter Programme on R enbagidauarcd eSlu she
fall 2006. Its main objective is to help religious institutions to
guide for creating a more just, sustainable, and peaceful world

1



materials are being developed to help religious institutions, le
global challenges of our time, and respond in a systemic and in

With the risk of oveErsim@lefimetdisages of the Earth Charter ca
follows:

0- The global challenges we are facing are interconnected ant

0- Our interconnected challenges require integrated answers,
won t work.

0- For finding integrated solutions, we need a holistic vision
of humanity.

0- In the ongoing collaborative search for common goals a
communities have a vital role to play.

A methodology for assessing the ethical challenges of climate c

In an open letter to Al Gore and the organizers of the Live E:
Charter International Co-Chair Steven C. Rockefeller and then
called for seeing the bigger piMeltieng fgtdicmarte, chaimgeseas, at
rainfall patterns should be seen as symptoms of a greater illr
poverty in some parts of the world, overconsumption in others,
rights and the degradation of the environment everywhere.

The Earth Charter is a key guide for seeing this bigger picture
in an integrated manner. It is an ethical frame of reference
institutional practices, and for choosing among publibepolicy .
Charter helps people of all ages in every walk of life to recog:
and unsustainable living, and to discern both the spirit and
development that respects every kind while building healthy cor

Within religious communities and institutions at all levels, the
as a key guideline and framework for initiating a process of in
critical ethical choices facing humanity. Only a deep understze
situation as well as of the drivers of our global challenges wi
framing responses that are commensurate with the depth of the

In this context, Hessel suggested an instructive methodology fi
the Earth Charter that should

0- Draw on the Earth Charter s main principles and supporting
for a sustainable way of life;

0- Think across the four parts of the Charter to emphasise co
ought to guide our response to current issues of ecologi
justice, democracy and peace; and



d- Bring Earth Charter principles to bear both as general id
personal, institutional and governmental conduct5’n the his

In religious contexts, the reflection process should be based o
religious scriptures, the most up-to-date scientific facts and fir
as an integrated standard of shared values and common goals
institutions, and activists around the world. This suggested mo
could be used in seminaries, theology and ethics classes, con
dialogues.

The process should include the steps of
0- Gaining a macro-perspective on the interdependent challen
0- Analysing its root causes

0- Framing inclusive responses

Understanding the holistic, layered structure of the Charter:

The analysis should be facilitated with a solid understanding
ethical tapestry:

The Earth Charter opens with inspiring and sobering words ab
living in these times, and closes with a call to responsible act
Charter lists a set of sixteen general ethical principles, and si»
that can help us with an essentidligaskniflog thegh? fsd nC evrtaurg : a
care of nature and development of sustainable communities.

While the Preamble captures the worldview ch
principles that follow and points toward the ki
we canh navigate across the vast8o®aah lin the
Respect and Care for the s®dmiournit yf oafr Loiver-a
principles that express the ethical vision that
document. The first of the Earth ClHaesprstfour
Earth and life in adffitsnsliviegsinyerdependence
worth of every kind.

From that follow three more general principles
responsi®ilhtyman responsibility Gareofberkhed,
community of life with understanding( compa
responsibility within and amomgihd ndam coraita ti
societies that are just, participatpayddsestednaibdeiayndopefaitafel
present generatdonse Earth s bounty and beauty for .presalht an
three spheres of human obligations, we are to care for and cc
benefits and burdens for the sake of life and relationships am

PartEtlological, Pmieqgipte)s BBlo¢8al and Econ®@miiccije®icdandl 2

IVDemocracy, Non-violPnicecipindsPlpaestft twelve main principles
what must be done to embody the brgadncophesitine nZaké RRjants $e
closer look at the Charter s layered ethical tapestry it turns o




ethics (solidarity, sustainability, sufficiency, and socially just
Christian thought over the last thirty years are developed in th
being put into an interreligious context that is

Principles 1 4 focus on relational responsibilities of solidarit
human-earth relations and inter-human obligations. Principles
Principles 9 -12 illumine sufficiency enough for all, fairly
distributive socio-economic and environmental justice. And de
culture of peace, is a major concern of principles 13 16.

The Way Forward sums up the challenge of seeking a new |
emergencies, and presents us with an inspiketgocas$l e aeteme
remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, the
qguickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and the joyful

The strucuture of the Charter reflects the recognition that hun
and cultural challenges are all interrelated and require holisti
The four parts of the Charter represent four integrated pillar
condUatken together, the Earth Charter principles thus present
necessary to build sustainable communities everywhere.

Step 1: Gaining a macro-perspective on the challenges we are f

By holding the preamble and principles of the Earth Charter in
collected in the previous sections of this guide in the other,
comes alive. While the Charter does not directly refers to clim
it addresses the much deeper problem within our societies o
symptom.

Any ethical reasoning based on the EaethoClsaatée nshto uddfildygip
and take in the global, long-term and far-reaching dimeEmsions cC
Preamble of the Earth Charter challenges us to perceive our p
perspecWigestand at a critical moment in Earth s history, a timi
futureAs revealed Emarthesthisstooppowedldohistlbupnan histbey

Earth Charter breaks with the anthropocentrism that dominates
us to build a multi-form, planetary civilization inclusive of bot
comprehensive care and compassion needs to extend to the whc

Scientific data on the implications of human-induced climate ch
scale crisis that does not only threaten the survival of the hun
earth s species to the brink of extinction within the next one
greenhouse gases St current rates

In the light of the magnitude of the challecrogemahedBsdrdamg@ hart:
byone human daamieyEarth comomaniittyy lofty and idealistic characte
Gus Sp8thce today s environmental policy and politics offer t
perspective on environmental business as usual must be critic
change. Soon it will be abundantly clear that it is business as
something very new and differeéft is a practical necessity



As overarching framework and comprehensive context for rethir
the Earth Charter takes the evolutionary processes that guid¢
Humanity is part of a vast evolving universe. Earth, our home,
A controversial statement for some, this sentence was suggest
Harvard to coclmdeogicdbrveieimg ourselves in the context of the
space of the universe that evokes wonder amdrdlwe oudrhéoimelus
alivevas of special importance to representatives of indigenous
for joy to see such a key element of their worldvie8 being inclu

Reading the full sentence anlkdereaoguez crogn tiilarkitiyi sseénifeening c
planet reveals the careful intersection of diverse religious a
balancing of these perspectives with key insights derived fron
global Earth Charter consultations, however, should not be se
point for multi-faced, cross-cultural and inter-disciplinary di:
endangered somethiess planet.

In religious contexts, selected parts of the Charter could be r
assessing the global situation and facilitating a discussion tf
findings. These discussions should be infused with a thorougt
teachings of our religious scriptures. What do our sacred text:
human beings on this planet? What are our obligations towards
religious scriptures relate to the comprehensive cosmological v
Where are the gaps and challenges?

Step 2: Assessing the root causes of climate change

After having explored our planetary situation at this critical jt
should involve a critical assessment of the drivers and underly
we are fadcegdominant patterns of production and consumptio
devastation, the depletion of resources, and a massive extinct
undermined. The benefits of development are not shared equite
is widening.

The listed challenges point to a deeper problem connected to
around the world: During the past fifty years, governments in
deregulated money and trade and have created a global econ
planet s climate®dnTbeoqgerktiier economic growth has become t
twentieth century, which fosters ever more production, consum|
effects on the environment and the poor.

According to the Worldwatch Institute, a world population of 6.
billion tons of oil in 2005, which led to 7.6 billion tédsAof carb
large part of the oil was used to fuel the fleet of nearly 900 m
the 3.7 trillion kilometres that pass®ngers flew on airplanes in

During the same year, 276 million %torrsorofprodatiwasthcien swm A
approximately 56 billion land animals are slaudglit®reidihagr thhem a
livestock for this meat accounts for almost one fifth of the glo
more than the whole transportation sector is contributing tc
concentfations



However, these total numbers mask enormous disparities betwe
developed countries represent 20 percent of the world populati
cumulative carbon dioxide emissions that have been emitted si
of today s emissions, as well as for 608%Thbé doiktald pStabdes e
roughly the same amount of greenhouse gases as 2.6 ®illion pe
This situation is aggravated by the fact that the adverse co
disproportionately felt by the poor who have not contributed mu

The Worldwatch Report 2008 is therefore right in stating that c
and spiritual will depend on an economic transformation that
last ce€htury

This part of the reflection process should be informed by the
reveal to us that the challenges we are facing are interconnec
scriptures say about the values of human greed, the will for
humans and nature that dominate modern life and culture? Hi
formulate alternative visions to the modern religions of consum
in the massiveness and complexity of the challenge without fee

Step 3: Framing inclusive responses:

The Earth Charter offers a vast array of guiding principles
transformation in earnest. It offers a coherent, integrated star
issues, immediate public policy choices, business and profess
reform organizational o lcemimud itytelpabhesefore involves going
Charter text for gathering Earth Charter principles that illumir

Letting Earth Charter principles question what is currently g
want to address may help us 1) to gain a multi-dimensional per
and urgent concerns stated as imperatives supporting principl
world communicated to the drafting committee, and 3) to consci
our understanding of the issue we confront and to orient us to

The first four over-arching principlesticasummargadfashe rele
responsibilities ofhablidarptghend the full dimensions of human
human obligations. Its firsEaxrtkr@hdrireg) ReincéepkeEGrth and life
its diverssdty a strong antidote to the wutilitarianism dominatini
degraded non-human Ilife on Earth to natural resources oper
purposes.

PrincipGare for the community of life with underpramddhes ihoan|
recognition thaapam adityreésinapead fmature, as articulated by M
Northcott, Professor of Ethics at the University of Edinburgh
Churcit: the heart of our ecological crisis is the refusal of mo
creatures, contingently embedded in networks of relationship
Creator. This refusal is the quintessential root of what theolog
has moral and spiritual as well @5 ecological consequences

TheSubprinciples 2affammd @Qbr common but differentiated respg
environmental harm and proteAkftfirme thghtwithf imeopkbesied freedol
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and power comes increased responsibilityBarpho@ioaet eth  ra a mip
This principle has a major importance for assessing the ethic
places the main burden on the rich living in almost every natic
from unparalleled levels of ownership and consumption.

Developed nations need to drastically reduce their emission
technology and other assistance to developing nations so that
stemming the tide while allowing their economies grow to more
rich and powerful nations need to lead by examehephaspeeibiky I
qguality of life and material suEactbnChamex A noue opel@r Ryfthe ke
insightwhehnh basic needs have been met, human development
instead of haviPg eaorkele)

Human solidarity is PhenoipBaiBadpdembcratic societies that are |
sustainable and gredadsefslpecified by thPagomespeo mssabidiltyand ecor
justice, enabling all to achieve a secure and meanindful livelih
The relevance of this principle for addressing the consequence
already being vigorously called for by many religious institutior
Ecological Issues of the GermaheBpshompty Gptnibardocethe poor,
disadvantaged and the excluded forms an essential nucleus o
Church in view of the denied or threatened justice stands u
the victims of climate change, especially the poor, the old, the
generaffons.

Earth Charter RPsiotimlejorasignificance for addressing our duty

safe |eRvedognize that the freedom of action of each generation
generatio@grrently, we are playing with the lives of our chilc
According to UNDP, we are emitting carbon dioxide at such un:
global budget of emitsGemnsrfoththtewdluld keep global warming wi
2 °C by as ea®lySasceO0th2 late 1980s, the Global Ecological Foc
bio capacity, as of 2003Thy ab@ad g2&iéntists involved in condu
Ecosystem Assessment are tHarefamg cigddsinitstiatintgerally a ma
borrowed time. By using the supplies of fresh groundwater fa
example, we are depleting the assets’>aHotmewexpegaseuoflivers dahi
becomes a moral issue, by doing seemingly insignificant things
taking the plane, we may be condemnhfng future generations to

Theractical htaprneed to be taken to fulfil these four over-archi
in the subsequent principles: The management of both renewa
addresskerdniciples SbdaanleSkon us not to exceed rates of regene
resources and to extract and use non-renewable resources suc
thamhinimize depletion and cause no ser{6fis environmental dama

Principdenphasizes that preventing harm is the best method of |
us to apgrlgcautionary aphermaktowledge is limited. So even if t
scepticism about IPCC s famous statement that the consensu
human-induced climate change is unequivocal , the precaution
matter of prudence.

Another major guideline for framing our peblpdtes-qgpaygisgipdbal war
expresskerdnimiplmatke the responsible parties liabderdfepenifieanim



10dRequire multinational corporations and international financi
the public good, and hold them accountable for the consequenc

The moral argument of the polluter-pays principle has been tho
of Churches, which explores adopting a statement in support of
countries to the poor and futurengeéenoarmtintest hdedlbéenmesuodges th
Northern nations to:

a. drastically reduce their greenhouse gas emissions within
framework of treaties on climate change, based on historica
principle of common, but differentiated responsibilities ant
timelines;

b. compensate countries of the South and people for the cos
mitigation and adaptation based on the polluter-pays princ
financing disaster-management programmes and investing in
South; and

c. cancel the illegitimate financial debts being claimed from
reducing official development assistance) to free up resourc
adaptdtion.

Earth Charter Bhialdemigge $ etnss uioe that decision making addressc
long-term, indirect, long distance, and glob@ahisopsiextuphe ésa
major significance in the context dfotuelbebate on the so-called

As documented in numerous studies, the initial targets of the E
diesel used in the transportation sector with agrofuels, as wel
and biodiesel consumption to become more independent from oi
like Brazil and Indonesia. As the recently published report L
states, Indonesia, the world s largest producer of crude palm
agrofuels, has already increased its palm estates to 7.3 millior
area under plantation by a further 20 million hectares an are
and Switzerlad® combined

Furthermore, the report notes that forest clearance for plantati
of tropical peatlands, all contribute heavily to the global gre
Wetlands International, and the World Bankeduoowalesiaema s stiltoe
in the world after the US and China, and just ahead of Brazil

emissions s¥@nificantly

The Stern report revealed that the loss of natural forests is co
transportation sector a finding which is truly ironic given tha
done with the aim of producing agrofuels that should help redu
and transportatidn in general

The Barcelona-based organization GRAMNIles dbhierretficts digthd tien w
the net energy balance of crops such as maize, soya, sugar c
the emissions caused by the creation of many of the agrofuels
literally, updin smoke

And this is just the ecological dimension of the agrofuel craze
their land to make way for massive monoculture plantations th:
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agriculture. According to GRAIN, between 1985 and 1996, 5,3
Brazil, with the closure of 941,000 small and medium sized f
intensified greatly ovér the last decade

As a third dimension, the agrofuels craze is hitting home on th
such as the Mexican Tortilla Crisis that brought thousands of
Tortilla prices have tripled or quadrupled in some parts of Mex
and forced Mexico s President Calderon $d8 Cam stirdes rpnig et $ afto tt
world s poorest people already spend 50 to 80 percent of their
of them large increases in the prices of staple foods will me
outright s&arvation

It therefore becomes obvious that fragmented solutions based ¢
not work. What at first sounded like a good and sane idea r
wracking fossil fuels used in the transportation sector with et
turned out to do more harm than good once the cumulative
consequences were assessed.

Principlendduragesaawts woth restraint and efficienagpdwideyn using
increasingly on renewable energy sourcelsasiecty es camaiog yt heend
development, adoption, and equitable transfer qf wanvero/mmen
stresses the need to put an end to treating costs for environt
economic externalities.

This combination of social and
imperatives harmonizes well with
inclusive ethical approachhashat addr
requirements of social andimconomi
Principles 9 ihcld®@ing predicament
eradicat[ing] poverty as an ethica
environmental Fmipernpaa®anc[ing]
the intellectual, financial, technic
resources of developing nations,
them of onerous interd@bonal d
affirm[ing] gender equality and
prerequisites to sustain@lblendevelo
uphold[ing] the right of all, without discrimination, to a natur
human dignity, bodily health,i¥@#nd spiritual well-being.

Earth CRarmnerpkx@resses the call to serve the poor and vulnera
moral orientations of most, if not all, ReEdbgnwzoelthe rghigrieds p
the vulnerable, serve those who suffer, and enable them to dev
aspirations.

In regarddatogubhge that is being employed impbeta®hatrdaerecogn
several parts and principles in the Preamble and Part | clearl
dominates most international law treati®seamddlkeulmeen wigh tth aleea
aspirations, we must decide to live with a sese of universal res
whole Earth community as well GsarohrCloartle c PRmoogieezeathat

all beings are interdependent and every form of life has value r

However, it is important to note that this trans-humanocentr
throughout the whole text: While the preamble affirms that our
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and spiritual challenges are interconnected and must be addr
manner, Earth Chicodoghaalslabegldtydl and Econpousie ducslteaely

human-centered rdanhwned gree $ffeu recieca § well raghtBepotable water, cle
air, food security, uncontaminated s8#. shelter, and safe sanite
It is therefore a matter of common sense not worth explicitly

human health and life, the social interests of humans have a
concerns. And again, we should takeubsasaecoe naftigst ah@sr no
that have brought us intka rty oaurh bdsblme stiheh .

On a deeper level, the massive transformatdopsevmhwagsobfus
perceiving ourselves as a spexidsrewitializep threbaseceatdetddes
the mystery ,gfatetimgje for theaduitmolfiithifeegarding the human pla
(Preamhbleat have been treasured in our religious traditions for
recognizeheéhptotection of Earth s vitality, divergRye aamll do)e alith y:
statement is the basis for many religious institutions to use
activities.

The discussion of selected Earth Charter principles should cont
done locally and individually to transldtkee thisy FaWwaodie sthato
instructive s@atremeltural diversity is a precious heritage and d
own distinctive ways to realize the vision

Mindful of the fact that the respective measures and activities
Earth Charter trusts in the immense creative potential of humar
by global warming that needs to be unleashed by the motivat
reflection process suggested here is ment to do just that.



Next Steps for Religious Action on Climate Cha

Practical Guidelines for using the Earth Charter methodology

What are the appropriate steps for religious institutions to take
a level that is commensurate with the depth and complexity of t

A fist step wwaddtibee above stated methodology to gain a clear
challenges and choices that we are dealing with

0- A reflection of this kind should start with an assessment o
moment of Earth history, infused by a thorough analysis of
of our religious scriptures. What do our sacred texts say a
How do they define the good life? What are our obligations
How do our religious scriptures relate to the comprehensi\
modern science as expressed in the Earth Charter? Where

0- The second step of this reflection process is then to take
root causes of the challenges we are facing. This part of tl
insights of environmental science that reveal to us that
interconnected and systemic. What do our religious scriptt
greed, the will for domination and the violence against F
modern life and culture? How can our sacred texts help us
modern religions of consumerism and materialism? How ca
complexity of the challenge without feeling overwhelmed ar

0- The third step is to reflect on inclusive responses to be ta
of the Earth Charter could help us to frame the discussio
religious faiths help us to move from denial to action and
hope needed to unleash the immense resources of human
power of dignity? What can we do as individuals to becom:
can our religious institutions help bringing forth sustainab
nature, universal human rights, economic justice and a cult

The workshop facilitators should give the group reasonable ti
steps. A video on climate changelnsooleas epat@xiahtAIPGwee aan
Light s vidghtesnoBgnewaduld be shown a% an introduction

A brief presentation on the Earth Charter could follow. Dependi
the number of participants, the group could then split up in
guestions. Thdrkasitngtepclusisteosbdudbeodsscussed in the plenary.

In all parts of the reflection process, prayers, songs, poems, a
to help participants to reflect deeply and holistically on the to
these elements may allow participants to tap into the roots of
substance and strength to the the sincere discernments, the pr
transformation, repentance and healing that are so urgently req



Suggestions for action

The

insights gained in thia podicedsumdbtpoavide forging adequ.

responses to the interrelated challenigess@ ocsosaddoynglodal warmi

o

I n

Raising awareness about the deep connection of our env|
cultural challenges and the consequent need for holistic th

Teaching the vision and values of eco-justice ethics infor
the wisdom rooted in sacred scriptures.

Help making the shift from quantity of goods to quality c
sufficiency, contentment, celebration, kinship with all life

Going beyond changing ligsus bailesbitlotya chogphiengidrate reiresyste
based on the integrated pillars of ecological integrity ar
measures for eco-just procurements and ethically responsil

Eating lower on the food chain and helping reducing one
caused by raising livestock for human consumption.

Adopting a more worldly and prophetic understanding of
energetically in advocacy of socially just and environmenta

Seeking new ways of re-kindling the deeper roots of our in
the modern culture of consumerism and violence.

Acting in partnership with other religious and secular org:
want to speed up humanities transition towards sustainabil
used as a base for common ground and point of engageme
that share the same sense of urgency.

Encouraging young pbopdeaha jdbynathec action-oriented you
Earth Charter Youth Initiative that is founded on the convi
an ethical imperative and that urgent action is required to
peacefu$éworld

Inspiring reverence, gratitude, repentance, and humility t
planet.

a final sense the world has always been sa:

leaders, not by our science or technology, nor

even by our politicians, but by our sain$ts and s
(Late Kamla Chowdhry)



Appendix

An Earth Charter A SpiritaahmPHatedelkbyiibe International Com
Renewal of Earth (ICRE), in a process of intense interreligious

Preamble

| am because we are.

We have forgotten who we are

We have lost our sense of wonder

We have degraded the Earth

We have exploited our fellow creatures

And we have nowhere else to go.

In our ignorance we have disrupted the balance of life
the water we drink poisons us.

All things are bound together:

If we lose the sweetness of the waters,
we lose the life of the land;

If we lose the life of the land,

we lose the majesty of the forest;

If we lose the majesty of the forest,
we lose the purity of the air;

If we lose the purity of the air,

we lose the creatures of the Earth;

Not just for ourselves but for
our children now and in the future.

But a new spirit is being born, a new awareness of
our place in this delicate balance. This spirit calls us

0- a transformation of our hearts and minds
0- concrete changes in our way of life

0- the renewal of our religions

0- the creation of a global society

Today:

We remember who we are

We reclaim our sense of wonder
We acknowledge our responsibility
We commit ourselves to the Earth

We turn toward each other in friendship
We turn again together towards home.



The Earth Charter, final version, full text

PREAMBLE

We

stand at a critical moment in Earth's history, a time when humanity must choose

interdependent and fragile, the future at once holds great peril and great promise. T
a magnificent diversity of cultures and life forms we are one human family and one |
together to bring forth a sustainable global society founded on respect for nature, u
of peace. Towards this end, it is imperative that we, the peoples of Earth, declare o
community of life, and to future generations.

Earth, Our Home

Humanity is part of a vast evolving universe. Earth, our home, is alive with a uni
existence a demanding and uncertain adventure, but Earth has provided the cond
the community of life and the well-being of humanity depend upon preserving a hi
rich variety of plants and animals, fertile soils, pure waters, and clean air. The ¢
common concern of all peoples. The protection of Earth's vitality, diversity, and |

The Global Situation

The dominant patterns of production and consumption are causing environmental
massive extinction of species. Communities are being undermined. The benefits o
gap between rich and poor is widening. Injustice, poverty, ignorance, and violent
suffering. An unprecedented rise in human population has overburdened ecologic:
security are threatened. These trends are perilous but not inevitable.

The Challenges Ahead

The choice is ours: form a global partnership to care for Earth and one another o
life. Fundamental changes are needed in our values, institutions, and ways of liv
been met, human development is primarily about being more, not having more. We
for all and to reduce our impacts on the environment. The emergence of a global
democratic and humane world. Our environmental, economic, political, social, ant
together we can forge inclusive solutions.

Universal Responsibility

To realize these aspirations, we must decide to live with a sense of universal res
community as well as our local communities. We are at once citizens of different
global are linked. Everyone shares responsibility for the present and future well-
The spirit of human solidarity and kinship with all life is strengthened when we i
for the gift of life, and humility regarding the human place in nature.

We urgently need a shared vision of basic values to provide an ethical foundation fc
hope we affirm the following interdependent principles for a sustainable way of life
individuals, organizations, businesses, governments, and transnational institutions

PRINCIPLES

l.
1.
a.
b.
2.
a

ri.g
b.

RESPECT AND CARE FOR THE COMMUNITY OF LIFE

Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.
Recognize that all beings are interdependent and every form of life has value reg
Affirm faith in the inherent dignity of all human beings and in the intellectual, ar!

Care for the community of life with understanding, compassion, and love.

Accept that with the right to own, manage, and use natural resources comes the c
hts of people.

Affirm that with increased freedom, knowledge, and power comes increased respo



3. Build democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful.
a. Ensure that communities at all levels guarantee human rights and fundamental fre
his or her full potential.

b. Promote social and economic justice, enabling all to achieve a secure and meanit

4. Secure Earth's bounty and beauty for present and future generations.

a. Recognize that the freedom of action of each generation is qualified by the needs¢
b. Transmit to future generations values, traditions, and institutions that support th
communities.

In order to fulfill these four broad commitments, it is necessary to:
Il. ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY

5. Protect and restore the integrity of Earth's ecological systems, with special conc
processes that sustain life.

a. Adopt at all levels sustainable development plans and regulations that make envi
development initiatives.

b. Establish and safeguard viable nature and biosphere reserves, including wild lani
systems, maintain biodiversity, and preserve our natural heritage.

c. Promote the recovery of endangered species and ecosystems.

d. Control and eradicate non-native or genetically modified organisms harmful to na
introduction of such harmful organisms.

e. Manage the use of renewable resources such as water, soil, forest products, and
regeneration and that protect the health of ecosystems.

f. Manage the extraction and use of non-renewable resources such as minerals and |
no serious environmental damage.

6. Prevent harm as the best method of environmental protection and, when knowledg
approach.

a. Take action to avoid the possibility of serious or irreversible environmental harm
inconclusive.

b. Place the burden of proof on those who argue that a proposed activity will not ca
liable for environmental harm.

c. Ensure that decision making addresses the cumulative, long-term, indirect, long ¢
d. Prevent pollution of any part of the environment and allow no build-up of radioac:
e. Avoid military activities damaging to the environment.

7. Adopt patterns of production, consumption, and reproduction that safeguard Eartt
and community well-being.

a. Reduce, reuse, and recycle the materials used in production and consumption sys
assimilated by ecological systems.

b. Act with restraint and efficiency when using energy, and rely increasingly on rene
c. Promote the development, adoption, and equitable transfer of environmentally sol
d. Internalize the full environmental and social costs of goods and services in the s
that meet the highest social and environmental standards.

e. Ensure universal access to health care that fosters reproductive health and respc
f. Adopt lifestyles that emphasize the quality of life and material sufficiency in a fir

8. Advance the study of ecological sustainability and promote the open exchange an
acquired.

a. Support international scientific and technical cooperation on sustainability, with
b. Recognize and preserve the traditional knowledge and spiritual wisdom in all cult
human well-being.

c. Ensure that information of vital importance to human health and environmental pr
available in the public domain.

1. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE

9. Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental imperative.

a. Guarantee the right to potable water, clean air, food security, uncontaminated so
and international resources required.

b. Empower every human being with the education and resources to secure a sustair
nets for those who are unable to support themselves.

c. Recognize the ignored, protect the vulnerable, serve those who suffer, and enabl
aspirations.





















