In the South-West of England, Peter Redstone and Martin Bloxham of the Barefoot Partnership (www.barefoot-thinking.com) are using the Earth Charter effectively to bring about changes towards sustainability. In Plymouth, the University has endorsed the Charter and in collaboration with the Barefoot Partnership is now introducing a Food Initiative with the students’ union to increase learning and understanding and change a number of policies concerning this basic essential. 

The most exciting movement in the UK – increasingly having an effect around the world – in the work towards sustainability is the Transition Town Network www.transitiontowns.org 
The Partnership continues to work with the Torbay Trust and, most excitingly, in Totnes, with the www.transitiontowns.org  which is a practical movement to bring about sustainability in local areas throughout the UK and beyond. Rob Hopkins who started the movement has written a first rate book, the Transition Handbook, which quotes the final words of the Earth Charter.

Faith and interfaith has been a continuing area of Earth Charter development.  The University Church in Oxford, St. Mary’s, provides an active centre, in April 2009 Earth Charter has been asked to participate in a conference on climate change organised by the interfaith foundation www.faithregenuk.org and another in July with the Leicester Council of Faiths and the World Congress of Faiths. SGI  has been enormously supportive and helpful and has offered its facilities at Taplow Court and the Earth Charter initiative has received its full backing in other parts of the country.

Education - A superb poster and leaflet for University students has just been designed, initially for Plymouth but able to be used elsewhere.  For details, do get in touch. We are also beginning to make contacts with teachers, mainly in primary schools, who are introducing children to the Earth Charter. IT might be possible to reprint the wonderful poster produced in the Netherlands which was partly sponsored by Plan International. The main work has been in Higher Education, where Brighton, Bournemouth (The Centre for Global Perspectives) and Gloucester are all discussing the use of the Charter with students. A new Handbook of Sustainable Literacy is to be published shortly by Green Books and most probably there is (a chapter on the Earth Charter in it).

Business At present the decision of DFID (the Department for International Development) is expected for the outcome of a bid submitted together with www.carbonsense.org to develop programmes to introduce the Earth Charter to businesses, in particular to enable them to engage with it in practical ways. The result will become known in just a few weeks if the Earth Charter UK bid passes successfully.  They know that business is a critical driver for change and are sure that in a short while the value of the Earth Charter will become so evident that many businesses will be competing to help.

The Earth Charter UK is at an exciting time. Each day new e-mails arrive from people who have come across the Earth Charter and want to know more. We probably need to design a simple leaflet which prints ‘the shorter version’ of the Charter (the Preamble, the 16 Principles and the Way Forward, together with a simple introduction and ‘How you can participate’. They hope that this Earth Charter new web-site will provide a good means to publicise the work and to invite you to join with them!
