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as social leaders was included in the Participating Budget for
the city of Guarulhos, a municipality which also used the Earth
Charter as a reference. Based upon the Earth Charter, social and
environmental issues related to the city were discussed as well
as priorities for the budget, which included the direct participation of the population.
Eco-pedagogy is a pedagogy centered on life: it includes people, cultures, modus vivendi, respect for identity, and diversity.
It understands the human being in evolution, as an “incomplete, unfinished, and non-conclusive” being, as stated by Paulo
Freire – a being in continuous development, interacting with
others and the world. The prevailing pedagogy is centered on
tradition, on what is already concluded, on what oppresses students by the way they are tested. With eco-pedagogy educators
must welcome students. Their welcome and care are the basis
for sustainability education.
The Earth Charter has contributed to the development of sustainability initiatives in schools and, principally, in communities.
But, we still need to broaden the Earth Charter’s recognition and
acceptance around the world as a mobilizing force toward a culture of peace and sustainability, as a way to celebrate diversity.
As a call for unity, it can be used to develop the meaning of
responsibility with respect for quality of life and to become a
force to fight terrorism based on a global consensus.
Faced with the possibility of planetary extermination, the Earth
Charter presents alternatives based on a culture of peace and
sustainability. Sustainability does not imply only biology, economy, and ecology. Sustainability has to do with the relationship

duction of the Earth Charter among the 21 action goals for Brazilian
Agenda 21 and the creation of an “Earth Charter” Workshop during the
Brazilian Forum for NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and
Development. In addition, the Minister for the Environment, Marina Silva,
adopted the Earth Charter as an ethical guideline for her environmental
policies. Moreover, the inclusion of the Earth Charter in the agenda of the
Global Social Forum and the Global Education Forum was very important.
In January 2003, more than 5,000 people participated in two workshops
on the Earth Charter, in Porto Alegre. These workshops had the participation of Angela Antunes, Peter Blaze Corcoran, Moacir Gadotti, Mohit
Mukherjee, Leonardo Boff, Rick Clugston, among others.
6 In a small article such as this it is impossible to list all the good
experiences which are taking place in Brazil connected with the Earth
Charter. We would like to point out however the School of International
Education in Salvador (Bahia), which centers its entire school curriculum
on the Earth Charter, and the “Earth Harmony” Project in Florianopolis
(Santa Catarina), which created its own educational material following
eco-pedagogy. The Earth Charter guides the entire work of that group in
educating teachers. At the University of Sao Paulo, an Eco-pedagogy
Workshop Group was established at the Education School of USP
(GRUTEUSP). This Group has been giving seminars and conferences on
the Earth Charter. The Blue Planet NGO (Sao Paulo) has been developing
projects with public schools, having among its references the Earth
Charter. Its director, Professor Luiz Carlos de Oliveira, defended his
master’s thesis at the Sao Paulo Catholic University on “Eco-pedagogy
in the school work.”
7 This project has the purpose of educating teachers and social studies
teachers (youth and adults) to build a culture of peace and sustainability.
By getting together virtually and physically present with “culture circles”
twice a month, participants discuss theoretical ideas and experiences
based on three basic underpinnings: 1. Culture for peace and sustainability; 2. The Earth Charter and Agenda 21; 3. Culture, communication,
and politics. In addition, they receive information on community radio,
school newspaper, and student union. This project was concluded in 2004
with the publication of a book containing its results: The Education of
Social Studies Teachers.
8 Series of books from the Paulo Freire Institute under the title “Guide
for a School Citizen” guides the implementation of this project which
began in 1992. In 2004, Elisabeth M. Ferrero and Joe Holland’s book was
translated and published in this collection: Earth Charter: Thoughts for
Action.

we have with ourselves, with others, and with nature. Pedagogy should begin, above all else, by teaching how to read the
world, as Paulo Freire taught us – a world which is the universe,
because the world is our first teacher. Our first education is
an emotional education, which places us before the mystery
of the universe, in close contact with it, producing in us the feeling of being a part of this sacred, living being, in continuous
evolution.

•

Notes
1 Prado, F.G. Eco-pedagogy and planetary citizenship. Sao Paulo:
IPF/Cortez.
2 Pineau, G. De l'air: essai sur l'ecoformation. Paris: Paideia.
3 Boff, L. Know how to care. Petropolis: Vozes.
4 The Movement for Eco-pedagogy gained force in particular after the
First International Meeting on the Earth Charter and Education Perspectives, organized by the Paulo Freire Institute, with the support of Earth
Council and UNESCO, between August 23-26, 1999 in Sao Paulo and the
First International Forum on Eco-pedagogy, which took place at the
School of Psychology and Education Sciences of the University of Porto,
Portugal, between March 24-26, 2000. Guiding principles for this
movement came from these meetings enclosed in the “Eco-pedagogy
Charter”
5 In terms of real action, an important victory in Brazil was the intro-
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children. The project to develop as many as five hundred people

