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Women, for example, play a central role in ensuring the survival
of the human race. For generations, women have been at the
forefront in campaigns to protect the world’s resources. One
advantage of the technological revolution is that the actions of
such women are now broadcast and validated world-wide.
Finally, their extraordinary role is being recognised through
global awards, such as the Nobel Peace Prize.
The Charter also provides a unifying focal point around which
young people can express their commitment to protect Earth.
Never has this been more essential – more than fifty percent of
the global population is under the age of twenty-five. The network of the Earth Charter Youth Initiative is designed to serve as
a platform where young people celebrate diversity of religion,
class, and ethnicity as a positive value, rather than a potential
fault line. The more young people work together, the more the
ripples of change are created around the world. Our three billion young people should be treated, not as the potential consumers of global products, but as the providers of global solutions. They will have to lead the way to change the priorities
that promote material wealth over personal well-being and justice. They will be the active global citizens who use creativity as
a tool for action.
This volume illustrates the ways that this youthful creativity
can be harnessed. The Ark of Hope, for example, where young
people are encouraged to deposit messages and materials that
symbolise their vision for the future is an idea that can be
adapted easily to different cultural and religious contexts.
The Brink Expedition Team raises awareness of the threats
presented by global warming, but they do so in the spirit of their
beliefs – by travelling without using fossil fuels. Theirs is an
adventure which inspires young people to express, in positive,
life-enhancing terms, their alternative visions for a better way of
organising the world.
In all these endeavours, the role of education is central. Across
the world, the movement to promote a more holistic approach
to learning is taking hold. The necessary new knowledge, skills,
and behaviours cannot be achieved through formal education
alone, but must be instilled through access to life-long reflection
and learning. This requires that we constantly open our minds
to new ideas, that we challenge existing paradigms, and that we
engage in genuine dialogue that embraces the diversity of
world views. Such interactions bring about more profound and
lasting transformation in the human heart and mind. The future
is not pre-ordained but is determined by human choices and
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